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8.3 Children’s Play Review 
 

 As required by the LBB Cricklewood, Brent Cross and West 
Hendon Open Space Strategy, a site specific play strategy has 
been developed for Brent Cross Cricklewood with its own 
spatial standards and typology for play provision. 
 
In developing the strategy for children’s play provision, the 
following tasks have been undertaken: 
 
• A review of the NPFA standards and examples of play 

areas provided to this standard 
 
• A review of the DRAFT Mayor of London’s SPG “Providing 

for Children and Young People’s Play and Informal 
Recreation” October 2006. 

 
• A review of popular play areas and an assessment of 

their play provision and size. 
 
• A review of the way children use play areas, the public 

realm and public parks for play generally. 
 

From these reviews a hierarchy of optimum sizes for play areas 
and appropriate age categories, appropriate levels of play 
provision and location have been established.  A set of 
principles which should be considered in developing space for 
play within the community has also been developed. 
 

 The  review enabled us to observe children at play in a variety 
 of circumstances.  These observations, in no particular order: 
 

• Play is spontaneous and can be inspired in a surprising 
  variety of ways.  From balancing on a low-wall, to  
  playing with a water fountain, chasing pigeons across a 
  square, running and jumping off a bench, playing peek-
  a-boo behind a statue, building imaginary bonfires with 
  fallen twigs and leaves. 
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Proposed Open Space Provision 
Comparison between Existing and Proposed 
Provision 
 
Open Space Definition 
 
Areas of open space that are accessible to the public for 
recreational, social and/or amenity use, e.g. parks, gardens, civic 
spaces, play areas, nature parks, amenity space, cemetries, 
churchyards, allotments, community gardens and outdoor sports 
facilities.  Areas of open space that are not accessible to the public, 
e.g. privately owned land with no right of access, railway land and 
road verges, etc. are not included within the definition. 
 
 
 
 
 

Existing Open Space Provision Within Brent Cross 
Cricklewood Development Area 

Location Area (Ha) 
Green Open Spaces 
Clitterhouse Playing Fields 17.60 
Clarefield Park 2.00 
Sturgess Park 0.70 
Millennium Green 0.43 
Claremont Way Open Space 2.30 
Whitefield Estate Amenity Space 1.10 
Whitefield Sports Facilities 1.10 
Civic Spaces 
  0.00 

Total Existing Open Space Provision 25.23 

Location Prop. Area (Ha) 
Green Open Spaces 
Clitterhouse Playing Fields (Incl. Clitterhouse 
Stream Nature Park) 18.20 
Claremont Park 1.95 
Eastern Park 1.20 
Brent Terrace Park 2.1 
Sturgess Park 0.70 
Brent Riverside Park 2.70 
Millennium Green 0.48 
Office District Park 0.60 
Northern Nature Park 0.20 
River Brent Nature Park 0.20 
Railway Lands Nature Park 0.42 
Eastern Lands Linear Park 1.43 
Civic Spaces 
Station Square 0.87 
Market Square 0.81 
Brent Cross Main Square 0.34 
Tower Square 0.51 
Community Square 0.19 
School Square 0.26 
Gas Governor Square 0.16 
Cricklewood Station Square 0.16 
Whitefield Square 0.13 
Brent Cross LUL Station Square 0.15 
Total Proposed Open Space  
Provision 33.76 

Proposed Open Space Provision within Brent Cross Cricklewood  
Development 




